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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Largest Women’s Conference in U.S. Welcomes Thousands to Boston
Boston – December 8, 2011 – More than seven thousand women from across New England attended the largest women’s event in the country today at the seventh annual Massachusetts Conference for Women in Boston. Presented by State Street Corporation, the event featured a star-studded keynote lineup inspiring women to “Live Fearlessly!” and encouraging them to conquer the challenges of their daily lives, whether professional or personal. 
The conference offered engaging keynotes that covered topics including career advancement, personal development, reinvention, social media management and entrepreneurship.

Keynote speakers included MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” hosts, Mika Brzezinski and Joe Scarborough, O, The Oprah Magazine life coach Martha Beck, former Olympic and WNBA athlete Marion Jones, author of The New York Times bestselling “The Happiness Project” Gretchen Rubin and founding director of the Center for Women & Business at Bentley University, Betsy Myers. 
“Today thousands of women invested in themselves by attending The Massachusetts Conference for Women and State Street is proud to have supported this incredible event for the fifth consecutive year,” said Alison Quirk, Massachusetts Conference for Women board member and executive vice president of global human resources for State Street Corporation. “The Conference is an exceptional opportunity for women of all backgrounds to come together for a day of networking, learning and career development.” 
Program sessions throughout the day focused on celebrating the power within to help women bring about positive changes in their lives, careers and communities. 
This year, the Conference placed a renewed emphasis on career development and networking through the Career Pavilion, which included one-on-one resume critiquing, a Mentor Match program providing private coaching with professionals, and “Meet Ups” with local leaders who dedicated time throughout the day to discuss careers, community involvement and other issues. 

-more-

A Health & Wellness Pavilion featured companies, organizations and experts focused on the latest advancements in products, services and treatments for the mind and body. 

“For the past seven years the conference board’s goal has been to create the best women’s event in the country. We have sought to create a day where women can be empowered to expand their professional network, learn from others and invest in their future,” said Gloria Cordes Larson, president of Bentley University and board president of The Massachusetts Conference for Women. “Today we accomplished that as thousands came to Boston for a day of quality programming and inspiring speakers.”
The Massachusetts Conference for Women is overseen by a board of directors of 11 women who are leaders in the fields of finance, technology, marketing, banking, higher education, advertising, leadership development and non-profit management.

New to this year’s conference was a day of an additional programming on Wednesday, Dec. 7 specifically designed for current and aspiring small business owners. The Massachusetts Conference for Women Spark & Hustle Small Business Boot Camp jointly hosted by The Massachusetts Conference for Women and Tory Johnson, “Good Morning America” workplace contributor and CEO of Women For Hire and Spark & Hustle featured solo presenters, panel discussions, interactive exercises, structured networking and vendor tables. 
Big Sisters Association, Science Club for Girls and St. Mary’s Center for Women and Children and were announced as winners of the Conference’s Be The Change Award, sponsored by Canyon Ranch. The winners were also announced after attendees voted for the organization that has had a powerful impact on women, girls and the community. 

During the conference, Communications Partner AT&T gave attendees the opportunity to connect via social networks and displayed a live Twitter stream throughout the convention center, adding another way for attendees to engage, connect and learn from one another. 
AAA Southern New England, Able Banking, AT&T, State Street Corporation, Bank of America, Bentley University, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts, The Boston Globe, Boston Scientific, Canyon Ranch, CBS Radio, Color Magazine, Deloitte, EMC2, EMD Serono, Inc., Hill Holliday, Hologic, Jonathan and Jeanne Lavine, Liberty Mutual, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, National Grid, Next for Women, Raytheon Company, Reebok, ThermoFisher Scientific, The TJX Companies, Inc., Tufts Health Plan, United Airlines, Visa, Weber Shandwick, Whole Foods Market, Women Online and Worchester Polytechnic Institute, served as sponsors. 

###

EDITORIAL NOTE: For complete highlights from today’s event, please visit our Facebook (massachusettsconferenceforwomen) and Twitter (@MassWomen) pages and our website at www.maconferenceforwomen.org


