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Massachusetts Conference for Women Encourages Women to 

Rethink, Resolve and Renew

Boston — Thousands of women from across Massachusetts gathered today to celebrate the power within them to rethink, resolve and renew and bring about positive change in their lives, careers and communities. The fifth annual Massachusetts Conference for Women featured personal finance expert Suze Orman who offered attendees valuable advice about thriving in the recession. The Conference partnered with Women For Hire to host the ReWork Career Fair. Led by Women For Hire CEO Tory Johnson, workplace contributor on ABC's Good Morning America, the fair featured local and national employers and recruiters with current employment opportunities in Massachusetts, as well as other services such as resume critiquing, networking tips and mentoring to help attendees take their careers to the next level.
This year’s keynote speakers included personal finance expert Suze Orman; Brown University President Ruth Simmons; best-selling author and founder of Women For Hire Tory Johnson; and visionary leadership consultant Marcus Buckingham; and First Lady of Massachusetts Diane Patrick. 
Brittany Bergquist, founder of Cell Phones for Soldiers, was honored with the Conference’s Be the Change Award. The award recognizes a woman who rises above and beyond in the realm of service by shining light on an unmet need in her community. Bergquist is the founder of Cell Phones for Soldiers. In April 2004 after watching a news report about a young soldier who was struggling to pay his cell phone bill while serving our country in the Middle East, Berguist began to raise funds through car washes, bake sales and yard sales to help him and other soldiers connect with their families. She came up with the idea to recycle used cell phones for money —Cell Phones for Soldiers was born. With the money raised through recycling, she purchases prepaid calling cards to send to U.S. troops throughout the world. She has raised more than $6 million and has sent 600,000 prepaid calling cards; that represents 360 million minutes of talk time and tons of toxic chemicals kept out of landfills. Now a freshman at Stonehill College in Easton, Mass., Bergquist still devotes more than 50 hours per month to Cell Phones for Soldiers.
The Be the Change Award was created in conjunction with renowned wellness facility Canyon Ranch. Bergquist will receive an all-inclusive, one-week stay for two at Canyon Ranch in Lenox, Mass.

For the third year in a row, State Street Corporation is the Presenting Sponsor of the Massachusetts Conference for Women. 
“State Street is very proud to be presenting sponsor for the Massachusetts Conference for Women for the third consecutive year,” said Hannah Grove, executive vice president of State Street Corporation and head of Global Marketing. “This event will have a lasting impact on thousands of Massachusetts women as they gain valuable insight on new leadership tools and best practices for professional development and success.”

Many other corporations generously supported today’s event, making a difference in the lives of Massachusetts women by giving them the tools they need to rethink, resolve and renew.
Next year’s Conference is slated for Dec. 9, 2010. For full Conference highlights, visit MAConferenceforWomen.org.
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